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RESEARCHERS IN RESIDENCE 
A guide for schools 
This guidance will help prospective schools prepare 
an online placement application form. 

Read these notes carefully before you begin . 
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Guidance notes for 
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completing a placement 
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·  Contents of the application form for schools 

·  Introduction 

·  The placement 

·  Completing and submitting your application 

·  Data protection 

·  Notes on how to complete the application form 
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Section A: School Details 

·  School details 

·  Your details 

·  Head of department details 

·  Placement preferences 

·  Programme expectations 

·  Additional information 

 

Section B: Applicant Declaration 

Section C: Senior Member Agreement 

Section D: Data Protection 
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Researchers in Residence is a national scheme that aims to replenish the UK research base. The scheme 

places early stage, career researchers into secondary schools for mutual benefit, and creates and delivers 

innovative placement projects. 

 

The objectives of every Researchers in Residence placement is to enthuse and inspire young people to 

consider careers in research – open their minds to new subjects, capture their interest and imagination and 

point them in the right direction for a university research career. 

 

Researchers in Residence aims to do this by ‘Engaging tomorrow’s talent today!’ through: 

·  Creating mutually beneficial relationships between schools and researchers and their universities. 

·  Inspiring young people to study A levels and go to university. 

·  Raising awareness of a range of research subjects and careers.   

 

Posts are open to all UK secondary schools and PhD and post-doctoral researchers that are funded directly 

or indirectly by one of the seven UK research councils or the Wellcome Trust. 

 

All researchers receive a one-day training session covering effective communication and student 

engagement, including the do’s and don’ts in the classroom. Advice will be given on the activities past 

researchers have used to engage pupils and on the situations likely to be encountered during the placement. 

Researchers in Residence is managed on behalf of RCUK and the Wellcome Trust by AEA.  
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Placements last from a minimum of 14 hours up to a maximum of 24 hours over an academic year. 

Researchers might work with a small group of students on a particular project, assist in practical lessons, 

conduct demonstrations or give presentations about their research. 

 

Placements last from a minimum of 14 hours up to a maximum of 24 hours over an academic year. 

Researchers might work with a small group of students on a particular project, assist in practical lessons, 

conduct demonstrations or give presentations about their research. 
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Placements are flexible and can be arranged for any time during the school year to suit teacher and 

researcher. However, placements will, ideally, take place within one academic year. After an application has 

been accepted it may take a few months to start a placement, often because placements are planned around 

fieldwork and research commitments. 
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To access the application form, all schools will need to register on the Researchers in Residence website 

(www.researchersinresidence.ac.uk), which involves: 

·  Entering your first and last name.  

·  Entering your email address. 

·  Setting up a password. 

·  Entering the school name, type and address. 

·  Entering details of the gender of the students. 

·  Entering the region.  

Once this has been done, you’ll be registered as a school, and will be able to access your profile and begin 
completing your application form. 

 

Please note that researchers and schools will need to submit a new application form if they have participated 

in the scheme in the past and would like to do a new placement. The basic details of the school will 

automatically populate within the application form from the registration stage.  

 

The following guidance supports the online application form available at www.researchersinresidence.ac.uk. 

If you need any further help, please do not hesitate to get in contact via our helpline 0845 365 7470 or email 

(info@researchersinresidence.ac.uk).  

The application process – what happens next? 

·  On receipt of your completed application form, we will endeavour to create a placement for you. 

·  Our regional coordinator will contact you when a match has been identified. All researchers will complete 
a new CRB check and complete the Researchers in Residence communication training day. 

·  Researchers and host teachers make contact, agree a timeline for action and discuss the details of the 
placement. 
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In completing the attached registration form, you agree that AEA may use your personal information as 

follows:  

·  To enable AEA to process your application to be a Researcher in Residence.  

·  To provide you with the relevant training, guidance and support.  

·  To identify and liaise with schools that provide placements.  

·  To provide RCUK with reports and evaluations on the progress of the project.  
 

AEA complies with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998 with regard to the collection, processing 

and storage of personal information and is registered in accordance with the Act. Where we are required to 

share your details with the Researchers in Residence subcontractors, researchers and other schools offering 

placements any information about you that we pass to them will be held securely by such parties in 

accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act and used only to find a placement for you.  

 

If you have questions about your personal information, wish to change any of the details you have submitted 

or wish to exercise your right to access the data held about you by AEA Technology then you should submit 

your request in writing or by email to Rob Bradstock 

 

The Breeze  

2 Kelvin Close  

Birchwood  

Warrington  

WA3 7PB  

 

info@researchersinresidence.ac.uk  

 

Although all reasonable efforts will be made to keep your information updated, you are requested to inform 

us of any changes referring to the personal data held by AEA. If you consider any data are inaccurate, you 

should request the relevant changes be made.  
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Note that items marked with a * on the form are 
required fields. 

Section A:   
School details  
 

Your school details will be automatically 
generated from the data entered at the 
registration phase. 

Please provide the category and address details 
of the placement school. Please select the type of 
school, the location of the school (urban or rural) 
and the region in which the school is located (for 
help on regions please refer to 
http://www.gos.gov.uk/national/). 

Your details 
Provide the details of the nominated point of 
contact for the placement, their department and 
job title. 

Head of department details 
Provide the name of the sponsoring department 
and the contact details of the head of this 
department.  

Placement preferences 
Indicate if the placement will be in a STEM 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) or non-STEM subject area. 
Tell us about the field of knowledge and research 
area you would like the placement to cover. 
Provide information of whether your 
school/college has undertaken a similar activity 
with a higher education institute in the past. 

Provide details on the age group intended to be 
targeted for the placement, the academic year 
preferred and the period of time over which you 
would like the placement to happen. 

Programme expectations 
Please tell us why you want to take part in 
Researchers in Residence and what you hope to 
get out of it.  

So that we can assess the effectiveness of our 
marketing, please tell us how you heard about the 
programme. 

Additional information 
Researchers in Residence placements are 
extremely flexible and can involve any type of 
activity (e.g. after-school clubs, lesson 
enhancement, workshops, lectures, outreach 
visits). They can involve small or large groups of 
students, whole year groups or key stages and 
collaboration between schools.  

The detailed placement will be agreed between 
the school and researcher. However, to assist 
initial matching, please indicate whether you have 
any special placement preferences at this stage. 

If you have any other particular requirements not 
included on the application form, please discuss 
these with your regional coordinator (for contact 
details of your regional coordinator, please visit 
www.researchersinresidence.ac.uk) or notify the 
helpline 0845 365 7470. 

Section B:   
Applicant declaration 
Please click the tick box to confirm that in 
submitting this application, you are applying on 
behalf of the school named in Section A to 
participate in the Researchers in Residence 
programme. 

Section C:   
Senior teacher agreement 
Please click the tick box to confirm that the senior 
member has been made fully aware of the 
requirements of the Researchers in Residence 
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programme and is in support of this application for 
the school mentioned in section A to participate in 
the aforementioned programme. 

Section D:   
Data protection 
Tick the box to indicate whether you accept the 
data protection terms and conditions as stated. 

Researchers in Residence works with a number of 
relevant stakeholders who may have other 
opportunities for researchers and schools.  Please 
tick the box to confirm that we can pass your 
name, address, email address and subject area to 
these organisations.  


