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·  Contents of the application form for researchers 

·  Introduction 

·  The placement 

·  Completing and submitting your application 

·  Data protection 

·  Notes on how to complete the application form 
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Section A: Your Details 

·  Personal details 

·  Institution address 

·  Home address 

·  Supervisor/principal investigator details 

·  Additional details 

·  Location preferences 

·  Placement preferences 

·  Programme expectations 

·  Additional information 

·  Voluntary equal opportunities monitoring 

 

Section B: Supervisor Agreement 
 
Section C: Data Protection 
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Researchers in Residence is a national scheme that aims to replenish the UK research base. The scheme 

places early-stage, career researchers into secondary schools for mutual benefit, and creates and delivers 

innovative placement projects. 

 

Researchers in Residence aims to do this by ‘Engaging tomorrow’s talent today!’ through: 

·  Creating mutually beneficial relationships between schools, and researchers and their universities. 

·  Inspiring young people to study A levels and go to university. 

·  Raising awareness of a range of research subjects and careers.  

 

Your role as a Researcher in Residence is to make school subjects more relevant and exciting, and act as a 

role model that can introduce new concepts, run projects and offer careers advice. You will have the 

opportunity to build your confidence and enhance your CV with the freedom to structure lessons and 

encourage learning as you see fit. With this comes the chance to develop and exercise transferable skills, 

crucially important to your own career development. 

 

Posts are open to PhD and post-doctoral researchers that are funded directly or indirectly by one of the 

seven UK research councils or the Wellcome Trust and to all UK secondary schools. 

 

All researchers receive a one-day training session covering effective communication and student 

engagement, including the do’s and don’ts in the classroom. Advice will be given on the activities past 

researchers have used to engage pupils and on the situations likely to be encountered during the placement. 

 

Researchers in Residence is managed on behalf of RCUK and the Wellcome Trust by AEA.  
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Placements last from a minimum of 14 hours up to a maximum of 24 hours over an academic year. 

Researchers might work with a small group of students on a particular project, assist in practical lessons, 

conduct demonstrations or give presentations about their research. 
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Placements are flexible and can be arranged for any time during the school year to suit teacher and 

researcher. However, placements will, ideally, take place within one academic year. After an application has 

been accepted it may take a few months to start a placement, often because placements are planned around 

fieldwork and research commitments. 
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To access the application form, you will need to register on the Researchers in Residence website 

(www.researchersinresidence.ac.uk), which involves:  

·  Entering your first and last name. 

·  Entering your email address. 

·  Setting up a password.  

 

Once this has been done, you’ll be registered as a researcher, and will be able to access your profile and 

begin completing your application form. 

 

Please note that researchers and schools will need to submit a new application form if they have participated 

in the scheme in the past and would like to do a new placement.  

 

The following guidance supports the online application form available at www.researchersinresidence.ac.uk. 

If you need any further help, please do not hesitate to get in contact via our helpline 0845 365 7470 or email 

(info@researchersinresidence.ac.uk).  

 

The application process – what happens next? 

·  On receipt of your completed application form, we will endeavour to create a placement for you. 

·  Our regional coordinator will contact you when a match has been identified. All researchers will need to 
complete a new CRB checked and complete the Researchers in Residence communication training day. 

·  Researchers and host teachers make contact, agree a timeline for action and discuss the details of the 
placement. 

·  Researchers are awarded an RCUK certificate on completion of the placement.
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In completing the registration form, you agree that AEA may use your personal information as follows:  

·  To enable AEA to process your application to be a Researcher in Residence. 

·  To provide you with the relevant training, guidance and support. 

·  To identify and liaise with schools that provide placements. 

·  To provide RCUK with reports and evaluations on the progress of the project.  

 

AEA complies with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998 with regard to the collection, processing 

and storage of personal information, and is registered in accordance with the Act. Where we are required to 

share your details with the Researchers in Residence subcontractors, and schools offering placements, any 

information about you that we pass to them will be held securely by these parties in accordance with the 

provisions of the Data Protection Act and used only to find a placement for you.  

 

If you have questions about your personal information, wish to change any of the details you have submitted 

or wish to exercise your right to access the data held about you by AEA, then you should submit your 

request in writing or by email to: 

Rob Bradstock 

AEA 

The Breeze  

2 Kelvin Close  

Birchwood  

Warrington  

WA3 7PB  

 

info@researchersinresidence.ac.uk 

 

Although all reasonable efforts will be made to keep your information up to date, you are requested to inform 

us of any changes referring to the personal data held by AEA. If you consider any data are inaccurate, you 

should request the relevant changes be made.  
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Note that items marked with a * on the form are 
required fields. 

Section A:  
Your details  
 
Personal details 
Researcher name and contact details. Please 
select the department that you work in. 

Institution address 
Details of the academic institution where you are 
a researcher. 

Home address 
Details of the address where you will be based 
during your placement. Please note, the postcode 
you supply here will be used to find a placement 
within the travelling distance you request. 

Academic supervisor/principal 
investigator details and address 
This section should be filled in if you have an 
academic supervisor (AS)/principal investigator 
(PI). Applicants are strongly advised to seek the 
support of their university or institution before 
undertaking a placement. This support should be 
from an AS, PI, department head or other person 
who is in a position to advise or agree to the time 
commitment being made by you.  

Additional details 
Researchers in Residence is open only to 
researchers funded either directly or indirectly by 
the UK research councils or the Wellcome Trust. 
Please select the research council that funds your 
research. If you are indirectly funded, please give 
brief details of funding source in the ‘other’ field. 

Provide details of the stage of your research and 
whether it is in a Science, Technology, 
Engineering or Mathematics (STEM) or non-
STEM category.  

Select up to three subject areas that you would be 
able to cover with your placement. 

Select which academic year you would like the 
placement to take place. Note that, where 
possible, placements must be completed within 
one academic year. 

Location preferences 
Select a region in which you would prefer to do 
your placement. You can select more than one 
region if required. For guidance on the regions, 
please visit www.gos.gov.uk/national/. Select the 
specific school type that you would like for your 
placement. 

Tell us about the methods of transport that you 
would consider using to reach your placement. 
While we will endeavour to find the closest 
placement to your Higher Education Institute or 
home address. Please state how far you would be 
able to travel, bearing in mind distance and cost. 

Tell us if you would like your placement to be 
located in a specific area (i.e. rural or urban).  

Placement preferences 
Tell us about the age group, type of students and 
category of school you would like to work with in 
your placement. 

Please note that our ability to provide you with a 
suitable match quickly can be influenced by 
choosing very specific placement preferences and 
may lead to a delay in finding a suitable match.  

Rate the four factors in order of importance where 
1 is the most important and 4 is the least 
important. 

Programme expectations 
Tell us why you want to take part in Researchers 
in Residence and what you hope to get out of it. 
So that we can assess the effectiveness of our 
marketing, please tell us how you heard about the 
programme. 

As a STEM Researcher in Residence, you may 
also be able to benefit from joining the STEMNET 
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Ambassador scheme (visit 
www.stemnet.org.uk/ambassadors.cfm for 
details). This will provide you with additional 
resources and access to a number of peers 
involved in public engagement. Researchers in 
Residence and STEMNET work closely together 
on training and induction of our STEM 
researchers. For you to fully benefit from that 
collaboration, we encourage you to join 
STEMNET via an online application. Please use 
the tick box to confirm that you have applied to 
STEMNET. 

Additional information 
Use this section if you feel there is anything else 
we need to know about your placement 
application or whether you have any special 
requirements. Please inform us of any special 
needs (e.g. wheelchair access, assistance with 
hearing). 

If you have any other particular requirements not 
included on the application form, please discuss 
these with your regional coordinator. For contact 
details, please visit 
www.researchersinresidence.ac.uk or notify the 
helpline 0845 365 7470. 

Voluntary equal opportunities 
monitoring 
The Researchers in Residence scheme welcomes 
applications from a wide and diverse range of UK 
early-career-stage researchers, including those 
who may have some form of disability or have a 
need for assistance. Answers to questions in this 
section are not obligatory. However, answering 
them will assist us to fulfill the scheme’s gender, 
ethnicity and disability expectations. 

The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 defines a 
disabled person as someone who has a physical 

or mental impairment, which has a substantial and 
adverse long-term effect on his or her ability to 
carry out normal day-to-day activities. Conditions 
covered may include: severe depression, 
dyslexia, diabetes, epilepsy and arthritis. Please 
note, this information is provided for monitoring 
purposes only - if you require any practical 
assistance with carrying out the placement, this 
will be arranged once the application has been 
accepted. 

Section B:  
Supervisor agreement 
Applicants are strongly advised to seek the 
support of their university or institution before 
undertaking a placement. This support should be 
from an AS, PI, department head or other person 
who is in a position to advise or agree to the time 
commitment being made by you.  

Please tick this box to confirm that you have 
support from an appropriate person as described 
above. If you are not able, or do not wish, to 
provide evidence of institutional support, please 
give brief details in the box provided. 

 

Section C:  
Data protection 
Please tick the box to indicate whether you accept 
the data protection terms and conditions as 
stated. 

Researchers in Residence works with a number of 
relevant stakeholders who may have other 
opportunities for researchers and schools. Please 
tick the box to confirm that we can pass your 
name, address, email address and subject area to 
these organisations. 

 


